
1960-1970

Gold Seal 
Zoo
During this time, 
horses that were 
removed from the 
park were sold to 
the Gold Seal Zoo 
as food for exotic 
animals.

1970

Horse 
Management 
Plan
In 1969, Janes B. 
Thompson succeeded 
Art Sullivan as 
Superintendent.  He 
approved a Wild Horse 
Management Plan that 
was prepared by Robert 
Benton (Chief of 
Interpretation and 
Resource Management)

1970
Management 
Plan Key 
Points
Goals set to acquire 
legal title to the horses

Increase the population 
to 40 horses 

Introduce at least one 
new stallion and 
concomitant removal of 
old stallions

Removal of Tom 
Tescher’s geldings

1970

Removals

Tom Tescher’s
records indicate that 
a black, bald-faced 
stallion was roped 
and sold to the Gold 
Seal Zoo

A blue, bald-faced 
stallion and a bay 
stallion were 
removed and sold for 
slaughter. 

1970

Gary Leppart
As State Assistant Travel 
Director and a former 
Medora resident, 
Leppart published an 
article “Wild Horses in 
the Badlands.”  His 
article states that there 
were always wild horses 
in the badlands, and he 
provides a brief 
overview of NPS 
management in TRNP. 
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1971

Spanish 
Mustang 
Registry 
Leppart’s article gets 
the attention of local 
Spanish Mustang 
Breeders and registry 
inspectors.  They offer 
to donate stallions to the 
park on a rotating basis.  
After a lot of back and 
forth communication, 
the park declines. 

1971

Ownership of 
the horses 

The park moves to 
solidify NPS 
ownership of the 
horses.  Tom Tescher
laid claim to 25 of 
the horses.  Tom 
eventually waives 
his title to all but 2 
of the horses 

1971

Wild Horse & 
Burro Act

Congress 
unanimously 
passes The Wild 
Horse & Burro Act.  
The law does not 
apply to equines on 
lands administered 
by the NPS or the 
Department of 
Defense

1971

Removals

The Tescher’s
caught 5 young 
park horses on or 
near Ralph 
Mosser’s property 
and sold them for 
slaughter

1972

John O. 
Lancaster

Lancaster succeeds 
Thompson as 
Superintendent.  
Castle was unable 
to find any records 
relating to the 
horses for 1972.
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1973
PL 92-195
The herd size grows from 
16-40 head. 

Talk begins about 
including the NPS in PL 
92-195 (Wild Horse & 
Burro Act) NPS resists 
and sends a memo 
clarifying to all Regional 
Directors: 
“This law does not apply 
to the NPS.  We follow 
our current policies with 
respect to these animals 
and define them as 
exotics  that do not 
belong in the original 
park scene”.

1973

Removals

The Tescher’s
removed between 
10-12 horses at the 
request of the park.  
All the of the 
horses were sold to 
slaughter 

1973

Ownership of 
the horses

Tom Tescher
relinquishes any 
ownership claim to 
the horses in TRNP 
on December 7, 
1973. 

1974

Ownership of 
the horses

TRNP issues public 
notice in several 
newspapers giving 
people 15 days to 
produce a sworn 
affidavit of ownership to 
any of the horses in the 
park.  There is no record 
of the park receiving 
any response

1974

Removals

The Tescher’s
removed 5 geldings 
bearing their 
brand.  They also 
roped and removed 
at least 2 other 
stallions that 
escaped onto 
Talkington’s
property during a 
chase.  



1975-1976

Resource 
Management 
Plan  (RMP)
Currently 42-46 horses 
believed to be in the 
park

Public outcry regarding 
the removal of horses is 
noted and document 
states “herd removal at 
this time is not 
recommended”

Document recommends 
introduction of outside 
breed stock to change 
the genepool of the 
horses

1975-1976

RMP
The presence of the 
horses is justified by 
their historical 
habitation during 
Roosevelt’s era. 

The plan recommends 
“comprehensive 
management” of the 
herd including the 
introduction of new 
bloodlines of the same 
general domestic variety 
and also interpretive 
exhibits at the Visitor’s 
Center and Painted 
Canyon

1976

Destructions
A 4-year old blue and 
white paint horse was 
destroyed on Lindbo’s
property

A 4 year old blue roan 
stallion was shot in 
1976

An orphaned gray colt 
whose dam was found 
dead near Boicourt was 
destroyed when it 
became entangled in the 
fence

1977

Milton Frei
BLM  Range Conservationist 
visits TRNP in April 12-14.  
Frei notes that TRNP’s 
habitat are excellent for wild 
horses, the park can support 
a larger herd than their  
target number, he sees no 
inbreeding issues, to the 
contrary he sees a superior 
group of horses.  He 
recommends that TRNP 
management give careful 
consideration to any 
introduction of new 
bloodlines.  He concludes 
that “a basic management 
decision is still needed for 
TRNP horses.”

1977

Destructions

3 horses are 
destroyed: a 2/3-
year-old that 
escaped and 
attempts to bring 
her back failed, 
another suffered a 
broken leg, and an 
older black stallion 
was either removed 
or destroyed.  
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1978
Proposed 
Feral Horse 
Reduction 
Plan
The Regional Director 
approves this proposal in 
April 1978.  

Plan focuses on 
comprehensive management 
of the horses and recognizes 
them as “a non-wildlife 
animal…the management of 
a display herd only.”

Plan calls for a 1:1 ratio of 
mares to stallions aged 1-16

1978

Display 
Animals

Regional office grants 
permission for the park 
to sell horses at public 
auction.  They take 
sealed bids for a 
contract for 12-16 
riders to gather and 
drive 50-75 horses 
approximately 12 miles. 
Tom Tescher was 
awarded the contract

1978

Round up
One helicopter and 22 
riders (including 6 NPS 
employees) assisted in 
the round up 
Day 1: 4 horses were 
roped and hobbled and 
two corralled.  Because 
of the extreme heat, 3 of 
the captured horses died 
within a few hours of 
being captured

Superintendent recalls 
the round up as “a 
disaster”

1978

Round up –
Day 2

11 horses were 
captured.  7 horses were 
killed, and others 
sustained injuries 
(primarily wire cuts) 4 
more horses escaped the 
park, but the Tescher’s
were able to capture 
them the next day

1978
Stockman’s 
Livestock 
Sales Barn
All in all, 14 head were 
sold at the livestock 
auction in 1978 for a 
total of $2,651.00. One 
black piebald filly was 
sold to Gold Seal Zoo 
for large cat food. 

Leo Kuntz begins 
purchasing park horses 
second hand. 
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1978
Escaped 
horses

11 horses escaped the 
park during the round 
up and were captured 
and sold by a local 
rancher.  The Tescher’s
also captured and 
removed two horses 
from the Lindbo 
property

The total removed in the 
1978 round up totaled 
34 head.  Approximately 
45 head remained in the 
park. 

1979

Harvey 
Wickware

Wickware replaces 
Lancaster as 
superintendent.  

Wickware attempts 
to change the 
genotype and 
phenotype of the 
park horses.

1979

Actions/Deaths

To help with the goal to 
change the 
geno/phenotype, blue 
roan and grey stallions 
were destroyed and/or 
removed and sold. 
Domestic horses 
representing modern 
breeds replaced them.

The Tescher’s also roped 
two horses on Lindbo’s
property.  They were 
removed and sold. 

At least 4 horses died in 
the park in 1979.

1979-1980

What kind of 
horse?

After the 1978 round up, the 
central issue regarding the 
horses was what type of 
horse to maintain in the park.  
Outside parties began 
lobbying for the retention of 
the original strain of horses 
so they were historically 
accurate.

Wickware noted that 
inbreeding was affecting the 
character of the horse and 
that was evidenced by the 
number of grey, black and 
blue horses.  He planned on 
overcoming this by 
introducing mixed breed 
mares. 

1980

Wild Horse 
and Burro Act

A lawsuit 
challenging the 
NPS exemption of 
the Wild Horse & 
Burro Act was 
settled in favor of 
the NPS.  The 
horses in TRNP 
would NOT be 
protected under 
this act. 
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