
 
 

Fact Sheet: Wild Horse Roundups 
 

At a glance: 
 
Video: About the Issue 
Video: AWHC’s fertility control program as an alternative to wild horse roundups 
Video: The reality of roundups 
 

 
● For 50 years, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) an agency under the U.S. Department of 

Interior has used helicopter roundups and removals as the core component of its management of 
America’s federally-protected wild horses and burros on our Western public lands.  
 

● During a wild horse roundup, herds are stampeded for miles at a time in extreme temperatures 
and conditions. The herds are separated from each other and promptly shipped to government 
holding corrals where they await adoption, sale, or transfer to “long-term” holding facilities where 
the vast majority spend the remainder of their lives. 
 

● While roundups and removals appear to provide a short-term fix, they do not provide a long-term 
solution, and, in reality, make the situation worse by increasing population growth rates in wild 
herds. 
 

● In 2013, the National Academy of Sciences conducted an 18-month review of the BLM’s Wild 
Horse and Burro Program, and among their findings found that roundups and removal are 
actually causing wild horse populations to grow at higher than normal rates due to a biological 
phenomenon called compensatory reproduction:  
 

● “Management practices are facilitating high rates of population growth.…Thus, population growth 
rate could be increased by removals through compensatory population growth from decreased 
competition for forage. As a result, the number of animals processed through holding facilities is 
probably increased by management.” 
 

● “Free-ranging horse populations are growing at high rates because their numbers are held below 
levels affected by food limitation and density dependence.” 
 

● “Continuation of “business as usual” practices will be expensive and unproductive for BLM and the 
public it serves.” 

 
● The BLM is supposed to follow its own Comprehensive Animal Welfare Program (CAWP) 

guidelines in order to ensure the safety and well-being of the wild horses and burros it is 
removing from public lands, however, it is not enforceable. The CAWP is an internal policy, not a 
rule or regulation.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2uG8GWWFvJ4&feature=emb_title
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Dj7bGiudGjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P5OT00oHxss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P5OT00oHxss
https://www.nap.edu/read/13511/chapter/1
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/uploads/IM2015-151_att1.pdf


● Injuries and death are common at roundups. The BLM touts an average death rate of 1% 
however, FOIA requests after a roundup tell a different story with much higher death tolls in the 
days following the operations. See FOIA record results for additional deaths. 
 

● Roundups and removals are incredibly expensive. On average, it costs the U.S. taxpayer $1,000 
for each horse removed during an operation. The BLM estimates that it then costs the taxpayer 
$50,000 per each horse to house and feed them for the remainder of their lives in holding.  

 
● The BLM currently spends 71% of its annual operating budget for the Wild Horse and Burro 

Program on roundups, removals, and stockpiling of horses in holding facilities and less than 1% 
on humane fertility control to address population growth on the range.  
 

● The National Academy of Sciences, in its aforementioned report, recommended the use of 
proven safe and effective fertility control vaccine, PZP. However, the Academy found that the 
BLM was not utilizing the vaccine on a scale that would curb population growth.  
 

● The BLM has told lawmakers repeatedly that it could create a sustainable program if Congress 
budgeted enough money to reduce the wild population. Three times in the past 30 years, 
Congress has done so. The BLM’s recently released report to Congress continues the same 
story.  
 

● The BLM has never accompanied removals with fertility control for herds that remain on the 
range, and so the cycle of roundups, removals, and accelerated population growth continues.  
 

● Fertility control is feasible and will work to stop population growth if used appropriately. It is also 
extremely cost-effective compared to roundups, removals, and stockpiling. 
 

● The American Wild Horse Campaign operates the largest humane management program for wild 
horses in the world managing 3,000 mustangs on 300,000 acres of land in a cooperative with the 
State of Nevada. With a team of two dozen volunteers and a budget of $182,000, the program 
vaccinated more wild mares with fertility control than the BLM, with its $81 million-a-year budget, 
did last year. 

 

 
 

 

AWHC’s Wild Horse Management Program 

Total Mares Darted with PZP: 958 

Total Births Prevented (Est.): 690 
 

*80% of the 958 mares estimated to be breeding age (excluding yearlings); 90% vaccine efficacy. 

Total Cost of Preventing 690 births: ~$182,000  

BLM’s Management Wild Horse Management Program 

Total cost of rounding up 690 horses: ~$690,000 

Lifetime holding of 690 horses: ~$34,500,000 

Cost savings of using PZP on one large wild horse herd: ~$35,200,000 

https://americanwildhorsecampaign.org/media/dozens-unreported-wild-horse-deaths-blm-nevada-roundup-revealed
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/163HJnEIcZzE63YK8O3W1krk3gTmcOrG3WnFtvXTWI6M/edit?usp=sharing
https://americanwildhorsecampaign.org/media/why-no-pzp-wild-horses-follow-money
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/wildhorse_advbrd_Budget%20Pie%20Chart%20FY2020%20through%2020200916.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-GbtmESrNPH1s_105JwgD-9cxnrR-3NE/view?usp=sharing
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Dj7bGiudGjE


● In July, the U.S. House passed a bipartisan amendment that directs the BLM to use at least $11M 
of its annual operating budget for its Wild Horse and Burro Program on the humane and proven 
safe fertility control vaccine, PZP.  
 

● The “Wild Horse Amendment” is consistent with scientific recommendations and previous 
guidance from Congress urging the BLM to increase the use of PZP fertility control as a step 
toward moving away from the current inhumane and unsustainable roundup program. 
 

● The amendment addresses concerns raised by the BLM’s recent report to Congress outlining a 
plan to accelerate roundups and remove as many as 90,000 wild horses and burros from public 
lands at a cost of nearly a billion dollars. With no guarantee of funding for the lifetime care of wild 
horses and burros removed from public lands, the BLM’s plan would increase the risk of mass 
slaughter of these American icons, something that 80 percent of Americans oppose.  
 

 

https://americanwildhorsecampaign.org/media/breaking-us-house-passes-historic-wild-horse-protection-amendment

